DRAFT THESIS PROPOSAL, 2/20/09
Standards related to the writing of Honors theses (called projects in some disciplines) vary widely across campus.  
· Most colleges require Honors status of students in order for them to write a thesis and graduate “with Distinction”.    
· If a non-Honors student has the minimum GPA required for the Honors program (3.4-3.5), some colleges will add the student to Honors in order for him or her to write a thesis.  
· Others permit non-Honors students with or without the Honors GPA to write a thesis, but do not give them recognition at graduation.  Others do permit them to graduate “with Distinction”.
· Still others who require all majors to write a thesis, have, within the past couple of years, won approval from CAA to have 1) Honors students graduate “with Honors Research Distinction” in the major and 2) students who are not in Honors graduate “with Distinction” in the major. 
· Finally, some colleges are unclear about what is permitted and what is not. 
The Undergraduate Research Office and the University Honors Program propose revisions to the Faculty Rules in order to clarify and standardize rules for writing a thesis at Ohio State University.  We also wish to lend support to the notion that any student, whether enrolled in Honors or not, who is intellectually capable of writing a thesis, finds a faculty member willing to advise the research project, and successfully defends the thesis, be permitted to do so, and receive recognition at graduation.  Honors and non-Honors theses may differ in a number of ways, including breadth, depth, and length.
Proposed Thesis components:
· Honors students:  Minimum overall GPA of 3.4, or higher if desired by the discipline.
Non-Honors students:  Minimum overall GPA of 3.0 or permission of the discipline. 
· Number of thesis research hours and GPA in the major to be determined by the department.
· Approval of the student’s proposal for a thesis or project to be given by a regular faculty member (or committee, if appropriate) in the discipline.

· Written paper length to be determined by the discipline.  Note that in some departments in which the thesis is a project or performance (e.g., Art, Architecture), some type of written component is required, although typically shorter than those for regular theses.

· Oral defense to typically last one hour and be evaluated by a committee of at least 2 regular faculty members (includes clinical, research faculty), approved by the department, and chaired by a regular faculty member who typically is the faculty research mentor and/or advisor.  Note: In majors for which all students are required to submit a senior thesis, some may not merit recognition on the student’s transcript (e.g., work that is not deemed acceptable by oral defense committee).
· Written document confirming successful defense to be submitted by the committee chair to the appropriate college graduation office.
· Approved thesis or project written component to be submitted to the Knowledge Bank.
Proposed Transcript designation:  

· Honors students graduate “with Honors Research Distinction” in the discipline.
· Students who are not in Honors graduate “with Research Distinction” in the discipline. (In some universities, the designation “Graduation with Distinction” indicates Latin Honors rather than completion of a research project, so the addition of the word “Research” would clarify the meaning of this honor.)
Notes:  This proposal would:
· Apply to colleges across the university.  In other words, the University Honors Program and the Undergraduate Research Office are proposing these changes on behalf of all college Honors programs.  
· Not have any effect on existing non-thesis options created by the colleges for students to graduate “with Honors”, for example, “Graduation with Honors in Arts & Sciences”, or “Graduation with Honors in Allied Medicine”.

· Take effect immediately upon approval by CAA.
